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20 


WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A data processing apparatus comprising: 
data analysis means for extracting data control 
information frorp data provided with the data control 
information to bfe used for restricting various 
processes; 

data processing means for performing various 
processes for the qata added with the data control 
information; 

display means ffor displaying a process function of 
each of the various processes to be executed by said 
data processing means ;\ and 

control means for controlling said data processing 
means and said display means in accordance with the 
data control information \extracted by said data 
analysis means, 

wherein said control iheans inhibits to execute an 
inhibited process in accordance with the data control 
information extracted from the data and controls said 
display means to change a display style of the process 
function of each of the variou^ processes to an 
inhibition display style. 


2. A data processing apparatus according to claim 
25 1, wherein said control means controls said display 
means to display a notice that the cr^ta is provided 
with a process restriction. 


4 4 
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3. A data processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said control means controls said display 
means to display a \disabled execution when the 
inhibited process i]s selected. 

5 \ 

4. A data processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said control means controls said display 
means to change a display color as the inhibition 
display style. \ 

10 \ 

5. A data processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said control Vneans controls said display 
means to blink a display \as the inhibition display 
style. \ 

15 \ 

6. A data processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein the data control Vnformation includes 
copyright information or editing inhibition information 
based upon the copyright information. 

20 \ 

7. A data processing apparatus according to claim 
6, wherein the editing inhibition information includes 
at least one of color conversion, \ sharpness, 
transparency, boundary process, inversion, overlap, 

25 rotation, mask, insertion to photo frame, and mixture. 

8 . A data processing apparatus according to claim 



t 
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10 


6, wherein the editing inhibition information is 
information for stepwise restricting process contents 
in accordance with an editing inhibition level of the 
information . 

9 . A data processing Apparatus according to claim 
8, wherein said control means inhibits to execute an 
inhibited process in accordance with the editing 
inhibition level. 

10. A data processing apparatus according to any 
one of claims 1 to 9, wherein the data is image data. 


11. A data supplying apparatus comprising: 
15 storage means for storing j4nd managing data and 

data control information; 

registration means for :nfegistering the data and 
the data control information^ in said storage means; and 

data control inf oji^atyon providing means 
responsive to a data/distribution request for 
extracting the dat^ control iinf ormation corresponding 
to the data and adtiing the/da\ta controKinf ormation to 
the data, 

wherein in response to the data distribution 
25 request, the data anfl the corresponding data control 
information are distributed. 


20 



t 
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J^6rT A dataWocessing system comprising: 
a data supplying apparatus for distributing data 
and corresponding data control information in response 
to a data distribution request; and 
5 a data processing apparatus for restricting to 

executed an inhibited V>rocess in accordance with the 
data control information extracted from the data and 
controlling display means to determine a display style 
of a process function of \each of various processes, 

10 wherein: \ 

said data supplying apparatus comprises: storage 
means for storing and managing the data and data 
control information; registration means for registering 
the data and the data control information in said 

15 storage means; and data control\ information providing 
means responsive to the data distribution request for 
extracting the data control information corresponding 
to the data and adding the data control information to 
the data; and \ 

20 said data processing apparatus qpmprises: data 

analysis means for extracting the data control 
information from the data provided with the data 
control information to be used for restricting the 
various processes; data processing means Vor performing 

25 the various processes for the data added wVth the data 
control information; display means for displaying a 
process function of each of the various processes to be 
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10 


executed by s^iid data processing means; and control 
means for controlling said data processing means and 
said display means in accordance with the data control 
information extracted by said data analysis means, 

wherein said\ control means inhibit to execute an 
inhibited process \in accordance with the data control 
information extracted from the data and controls said 
display means to change a display style of the process 
function of each of \ the various processes to an 
inhibition display style. 


15 


A data processing system according to claim 
J^fiT, wherein said controy. means controls said display 
means to display a notices that the data is provided 
with a process restriction. 


20 


25 


J*4T. A data processing \sys tern according to claim 
>6, wherein said control means controls said display 
means to display a disabled execution when the 
inhibited process is selected, 


A data processing system according to claim 
wherein said control means controls said display 
means to change a display color as T^he inhibition 
display style. 

A data processing system according to claim 
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wherein said control means controls said display 
means to blink a display as the inhibition display 
style . 


\0? 


data\ 


processing system according to claim 
}jg f wherein the data control information includes 
copyright information or editing inhibition information 
based upon the copyright information. 


7^. A data processing system according to claim 
wherein the data \is image data. 


7^, A data processing system according to claim 


wherein the data comtrol information includes 
copyright information anfcl a editing inhibition code 
based on the copyright information. 

2?£. A data processing system according to claim 
wherein the editing inhibition information includes 
at least one of color conversion, sharpness, 
transparency, boundary process, inversion, overlap, 
rotation, mask, insertion to photo frame, and mixture, 


25 


op 

^ ^6. A data processing system according to claim 
£3", wherein the editing inhibition^ inf ormation is 
information for stepwise restricting process contents 
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in accoraance with an editing inhibition level of the 
information A 


jZb* A data processing system according to claim 
2& , wherein said control means inhibits to execute an 
inhibited process in accordance with the editing 
inhibition level* 


-g^aele b r lB tg - torago medium uL uiiny a * 


27 . ^cnmpu 
program for executing : 

an extracting Atep of extracting data coj^rol 
information from data provided with the daca control 
information to be use$ for restricting ^various 
processes; and 

a display step of ^displaying /a process function to 
be restricted in accordance wittf the data control 
information extracted by ^paid/ extracting step. 


28. A computer rea 
program for executing: 

a registration 
corresponding da 

a s 
registered 

a p 

inf or 


ictbue storage medium storing a 


of r^ 


control infc 


storing 


gistering data and 
ation; 

d managing the data 
stration s^ep; and 

the data control 
data and adding\ the data control 


extract: 


to the data, in response 


• # 
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12. A data supplying apparatus according to claim 
11, wherein the data control information ir/cludes 
copyright information and a process inhibition code 
based on the copyright information 

13 . A data supplying apparatus according to claim 
11, wherein the data is image data 


10 


15 


20 


25 


14. A data processing method comprising: 
an extracting step of extracting data control 
information from data provided with the data control 
information to be used/for restricting various 
processes; and 


a display step of displL^ 

7 / 

be restricted in accordance —' 


a process function to 



information extracted by sai 


15. A data supplying method comprising: 

a registration step of registering data and 


corresponding data control information; 

/ 

a storage step^of storing and managing the data 
registered at said registration step; and 

a provision ^/tep of extracting the data control 
information from ythe data and adding the data control 
information to the data, in response to a data 
distribution request . 
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distribution reouest. 

/ 

29 . A computer ^nead^J5le storage medium according 
to claim 27 or 28, wherein the data is image data. 


10 


30. A data supplying apparatus comprising: 
distributing means responsive to /a data 
distribution request for distributing* data and control 
information for restricting various/ processes to be 
performed for the data at a plurality of levels, to a 
distribution requesting side. 


15 


20 


25 


31. A data supplying app/4rat\us according to claim 
islnq' 


30, further comprising storag, 
data and control informatio 


meai 


wherf 


is for storing the 
iin in response to 



the data distribution request, said distributing means 
acquires the data from sai/i storage means, checks a 
presence/absence^ 
corresponding to T*tie acOTi^ed 
acquired data provided ^ith presence/absence 
information to the distribution requesting side, and in 
response to a control information request after the 
distribution, distribi/tes the control information to 
the requesting side. 

32. A data supplying apparatus according to claim 
31, further comprising registration means for 
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registering the data and the control information in 
said storage means in one-to-one correspondence, 

33. A data supplying apparatus /according to claim 
30, further comprising comparing me/ans for comparing 
registration information supplied /from the requesting 
side with registration information previously stored. 


10 


15 


34. A data supplying^appalratus according to cla 

/ / \ 

31, wherein the presence/absence information is a data 

management number . 


im 


35. A data 
31, wherein the 
network address , 


supplying apparatus 
Iresence/aKsencer inf 


according to claim 
mation is a 



20 


36. A data supplying apparatus according to claim 
30, wherein the control /inf ormation to be distributed 
is determined in accordance with additional information 
supplied together with^'the distribution request from 
the requesting side. 



37 . A data supplying apparatus according to claim 
30, wherein the data/ is image data. 

38. — A data prn.np.ff sing appaga%ag== = e^tp-^-L^^ n y": 
rlat^ , pj^egagmq-- ^ data: an d 
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j3en^rolr~ me an"fe"£or regulating a process to IJeu^- 
executed for the data by said datagrpee^sing means in 
accordance with contr^i^arrrfofmation which restricts to 
ex§^ifee===§Re--pr0ees'g' at^ar^p-tu-i?a4L-i4^y--o-f-^ Levels.* »- 


39. A data processing apparatus according to 
claim 38, further comprising: 

data requesting means for issuing a request for a 
distribution of the data to a dat4 supplying apparatus; 
10 extracting means for extracting presence 

information indicating a presence/absence of the 

ided to/the data distributed in 
response to t^ie r^uest; ar 

control information Requesting means for 
15 requesting for the control information to the data 

supplying apparatus in Accordance with the extracted 
presence information , 


control information 



40. A data processing apparatus according to 
20 claim 39, further /comprising display means for 

displaying the distributed data, presence information 
and control information. 


41. A /data processing apparatus according to 
25 claim 39, Wherein said control information requesting 
means issuing the request as well as additional 
information on the data processing apparatus. 


* 4 
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42. A data processing apparatus according to 
claim 38, further comprising transferring means for 
transferring registration information on the data 
processing apparatus to tfcfe data supplying apparatus - 


43. A <£ata processing apparatus according to 
claim 39, wh4rean th/e presence information is a data 
management number « 

10 44. A date processing apparatus according to 

claim 39, wherein the presence information is a network 
address . 


25 


4#. A data processing apparatus according to 
15 clairfi 38, wherein the data is image data. 


46 . A ri^t i r 1 processing system comprising ^ 
a data supplying apparatus comprisingx^istributing 
means responsive to a data distribut^ti^equest for 
distributing data and control ^Lnf ormation for 
restricting various processes to be performed for the 
data at a plurality of ^l^vels, to a distribution 
requesting side; ape 

a data processing apparatus comprising: data 
requesting/means for issuing a request for a 
distribution of the data to the data supplying 



a]D]5arsLtJLis-r — eta La processing means for processing b ho -^ 
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processing to a level represented by the di^fcf^buted 
control information . 


10 


15 


20 


47. A computer readabj^ storage medium storing a 
program executing ; 

a distributip<f step of distributing, in response 
to a data distribution request, data and control 
informatijem for restricting various processes to be 
perfo^ed for the data at a plurality of levels, to a 


fxbution requesting sicXfe. 


/ 


48. A computer readable storage medium according 
to claim 47, wherein said distributing step includes a 
step of acquiring the data from storage means for 
storing the data and the control information, in 
response to the data distribution request, a step of 
checking a 

correspondii^^^the acquired data, a step of 



sence/absence of the control information 
distributing 1 the acquired data provided with 


25 


presence/absence information to the distribution 
requesting side/ and a step of, in response to a 
control information request after the distribution, 
distributing/ the control information to the requesting 
side. 


49/ A computer readable storage medium according 
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-to claim 48, said program further executes a step of 
registering the^M^^y and the control information in 
said storage means /in one-to-one correspondence. 



50. A^Tgmpute r ieudablo ctoragc medium - 
program executing : 

a step of processing data: ^ind" 
a step of regulating^a process to be executed for 
the data by said-""clata processing step in accordance 
with conl5rol""i^nf ormation which restricts to execute the 
pfYvCol a t a — p l u rr v l.t ty o f le vels^ 


51. A computer readable /Storage medium according 
to claim 50, wherein the program further comprises: 


rogran 


a step of issuing a request for a distribution of 
ata supplying apparatus; 

racting presence information 
indicating a V^sence/absence of the control 

to/th 



information added 
to the request 


'the data distributed in response 


; and' 


a step of requesting for the control information 


to the data supplying apparatus in accordance with the 
3,^n 


extracted presence information. 


52. A/ computer readable storage medium according 
to claim si, wherein the program further comprises a 
step of ^displaying the distributed data, presence 


4 4 
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information and control information. 


15 


20 


25 


53. A cj£3iputer readable storage medium according 
to claim 48 or 51< wher/in the presence information is 


a data management number 



54. A computer readable storage medium according 
to claim 48 or/ 51, wherein the presence information is 
a network a^tlress. 



55 . A" computer readable — &feeragre medium str 
ogram executing: 

a step, to be executed at a data suppling 
apparatus, of distributing, in response to a data 
distribution request, data and cop^rol information for 
restricting various processes Jta be performed for the 
data at a plurality of ley^ls, to a distribution 
requesting side; and 

steps, to be executed at a data processing 
apparatus, of issuing a request for a distribution of 
the data to^the data supplying apparatus, of processing 
the dat^C and of regulating the data processing to a 
leve2: represented by the distributed control 

56. Q^ 9^mputer readable storage medium according 
to any on§/of claims 47, 50 and 55, wherein the data is 
image dSta. 



